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SUBJECT: EXIMBANK GUARANTEE FOR SALE OF MOBILE TELEVISION 
BROADCAST VAN TO RTP, LISBON, PORTUGAL 

REP: STATE 131513 

1 . RADIO TELEVISAO PORTUGUESA (RTP) IS A NATIONALIZED TELE- 
VISION BROADCASTING COMPANY POUNDED IN 1957, WHICH OPERATES 
AS A MONOPOLY WHICH TRANSMITS TO ALMOST EVERY POINT OF CONTI- 
NENTAL PORTUGAL AND THE ISLANDS OP MADEIRA AND THE AZORES. 
POTENTIAL AUDIENCE IS THREE MILLION, WITH AN EXTIMATED TOTAL 
OF A MILLION AND A HALF SETS. ALL TRANSMISSIONS ARE IN 

BLACK AND WHITE, ALTHOUGH COLOR TRANSMISSION MAY BEGIN 
WITHIN THE NEXT FEW YEARS. 

2. IN CONTINENTAL PORTUGAL RTP BROADCASTS IN TWO CHANNELS - 
ONE UHF AND ONE VHF. ITS HAS TRANSMITTING PACILITIES IN 
LISBON, OPORTO, COIMBRA, BEJA, AND VIANA DO CASTELO, AND 
BOOSTER TRANSMITTERS AT 13 OTHER POINTS IN THE COUNTRY. RTP 
TRANSMITS SEPARATELY IN MADEIRA AND THE AZORES. 

3. PRINCIPAL STUDIOS ARE IN LISBON AND OPORTO. 

4. RTP HAS 2,000 EMPLOYEES AND AN ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET 
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OF SOME 400,000 CONTOS. 

5. COMMENT EMBASSY PERCEIVES NO POLITCAL OROTHER 
REASONS WHY EXIMBANK SHOULD NOT CONSIDER REQUEST. WHILE 
FINANCIAL SITUATION OF RTP IS WEAK, COMPANY IS FULLY 
SUPPORTED BY GOVERNMENT OF PORTUGAL. 
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